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The Eagle Lake Rice Dryer celebrated its 60th Anniversary
on Thursday, June 21. The appreciation dinner took place at the
Eagle Lake Community Center. Barbecue with all the trimmings
was served to those in attendance. ‘

Eagle Lake Rice Dryer
Holds 60th Anniversary

The Eagle Lake Rice Dryer
celebrated its 60th Anniversaryon
Thursday, June 21. The apprecia-
tion dinner took place at the Eagle
Lake Community Center. Barbe-
cue with all the trimmings was
served to those in attendance.

A brief history of the Rice
Dryer is as follows:

In September 1947, three men
joined together to create a new
rice drying and storage facility
that would serve their community.
Although others already existed
the need and demand for addi-
tional space was urgent. Mr. J.T.
Garrett, Mr. David Wintermann
and Mr. Albert Bel Fay were the
men with the vision to begin the
Eagle Lake Rice Dryer, Inc.

Eagle Lake Rice Dryer, Inc.
opened with only one dryer build-
ing in 1947. During the following
years, the Farmer’s Warehouse
buildings, 34 concrete bins, a new
warehouse building, and various
other concrete storage bins were
constructed. The construction of
the blue dryer, which houses 60
bins and additional dryer units,
began in 1966. The increase in
space allowed more rice to be
dried and stored serving more
customers.

The gold dryer (Building G)
was built in 1985, which again
increased our drying and stor-
age capabilities, thus making our
capacity 94% more than we had at
the time of our opening.

The combination of our three
dryer buildings, the two ware-
houses, silo building and addi-
tional storage bins allows us to
store up to 1,020,000.00 of rice.

In 2004, three dryer units in the
Blue Dryer were replaced with
three double QED dryer units
making the drying process more
efficient.

Eagle Lake Rice Dryer, Inc. is
presently owned by various share-
holders. We have progressed
since our beginning in 1947. Today
with the help of you, our custom-
ers and friends, we have emerged
into one of the largest rice dryers
in the area.

J.T. Garrett set a tradition for
the Eagle Lake Rice Dryer, Inc.
to reimburse the overages back
to the Producers and Landlords.
Since 1955, a total of $2,092,653
was distributed.

We are proud to have served
Our Community during the last 60
years. Thank you for your contin-
ued support and patronage.

$3.3 Million Courthouse

Repair Price

Colorado County commis-
sioners, meeting Monday, were
told that estimated cost of major
repairs at the courthouse were in
the range of $3.3 million.

Those include replacing the
roof, upgrading the electrical sys-
tem and replacing windows.

That figure is on top of $240,000
the county spent to repair the
collapsed ceiling in the district
courtroom earlier this year.

The opening sentence of a
memo from the architect who
was supervising obtaining the es-
timates cautioned County Judge
Al Jamison: “Are you sitting
down?”

Jamison told commissioners, .
the county could issue certificates
of obligation'to finance the renova-

tion work. . s

He estimated the county tax *
rate would have to be raised by
4 cents per $100 valuation if the
certificates were to be paid off in
seven years.

If the county paid off the cer-
tificates in 15 years, the increase
inthe tax rate would be 2 cents per
$100 valuation, he said.

The judge asked commis-
sioners to get input from their
constituents and said he wanted
to decide on a course of action
at the next commissioners court
meeting.

Jamison noted that the last
major renovation of the court-
house was in 1981.

He noted that the costs did not
include painting the building.

The judge said he also expect-
ed the renovation to be lengthy
and said he did not expect it to
be finished in three months or
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“You wouldn’t believe how bad
the electrical is,” Jamison said.
“It’s horrible.”
Some of the major estimates
included:
--Roof repairs, $801,000.
--Window repairs, $586,000.
--Electrical system upgrade
and replacement, $255,000.
--General condition work, in-
cluding scaffolding, $265,000.
The architect, Tere O’Connell,
with Volz and Associates, said the
costs might actually be less, once
bids are taken,
. “I've found that contractors
‘more local to a project can be
more affordable, so these num-

' bers could go down (I can’t imag-

ine them going up),” O’Connell
said.
In other action, commission-

ers:

--Agreed to table entering a
contract with NTI Group Inc., for
an emergency alert system (re-
verse 9-1-1) calling system.

Commissioners said they
would put $27,000 for the systemin
the budget for the next fiscal year,
beginning in January and also
look at how it is working in other
counties that have contracted for
the system.

--Accepted the outside audit of
county finances and authorized
payment of $18,075 to the audit
firm of Rutledge, Crain and Co.

—-Approved the use of Beason’s

. Parkby the Columbus Chamber of
.. Commerce for an Independence
“Day celebration.

--Approved a change in the
personnel policy related to credit
for holiday pay.
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Recent rains have kept everything lush around Eagle Lake. The
tropical plumeria is right at home.

Continued from front page

items would be home canned products, crafts, needlework, unique
glassware, etc., ete. Donations will also be accepted for the upkeep of
this family cemetery. Hosts this year are Leo and Barbara Wick and
Roy and Imogene Williams.

VBS at FBC July 16-20

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held July 16-20 at First Bap-
tist Church (FBC) in Eagle Lake. This year’s theme is, “Game Day
Central: Where Heroes Are Made”. VBS will run from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
and is open to children who have completed kindergarten -6 grade.
For more information call the church office at 234-2571 or Scarlett
Owen at 234-3166.

WOFF is July 28-29

The Wallis Oldtime Fun Festival (WOFF) will be held July 28-29 at
Guardian Angel Catholic Church, Hwy. 36 and FM 1952 in Wallis. To
register for the event or more informeation call Margie Schuenemann
at 979-232-0260 or Liz Knight at 979-227-1637.

WCJC begins summer hours

Wharton County Junior College (WCJC) began its operation of
summer hours and will end them on August 17, at all campus and
extension center locations. The college’s summer hours for all admin-
istrative offices and libraries will be as follows: Monday — Thursday,
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Friday, 7:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. The summer hours
do not apply to any scheduled classes. For more information, please
call 979-532-6322.
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All 5003 Series from 50 o 74 engine horsepower

~ JUST ANNOUNCED

~ UP TO $2000 OFF*

or " :
0% tor 3G months

of these in-stock John Deere tractor models
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A www.johndeere.com

WWW.SI;ODBBS.COM

EL CAMPO BAY CITY  EAST BERNARD
1010 Hwy 59 West 1402 FM 3156 628 S. Dill St
(979) 543-8363 (979) 245-2711  (979) 335-4887
EAGLE LAKE EDNA
1701 East Main St 1116 South Wells
{979) 234-5524 (361) 782-3301

“Offer valid only while supplies last. Available only on specific tractor models currently in stock at a participating John Deere dealership. Financing must be approved through John Deere Credit and may require a down payment. Other finance rates and terms may be available. See dealer for detalls. Taxes and delivery fees may be additional.

JOHN DEERE

Nothing Runs Like A Deere




